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Mason Wright Raises over $6000 for the Walk to 

End Alzheimerõs, Despite the Pandemic!  

Wearing Mason Wrightôs Starfeet 

Enterprise Team t-shirts, residents, 

staff and friends gathered on Sunday, 

September 27 at 74 Walnut Street for 

a walk around the neighborhood and 

the Primus Mason Memorial Park. 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated! And a special thank you 

to Eric Maldonado who brought his 

Firehouse Hotdog truck to provide 

lunch following the walk.  
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Walk to End Alzheimerõs (continued from page 1) 

Mason Wrightôs Starfeet 

Enterprise raised $6100 

for the Walk to End         

Alzheimerôs and is the 

NUMBER 1 team and 

group in fundraising for 

the Pioneer Valley 

Walk!   

Thanks to everyone 

who participated and 

donated.  

And, a special thanks to 

the Foundation for their 

very generous donation. 



THE RIALTO  
REVISITED 
By Alan T. Popp, MS  

President & CEO  

I  
f you havenõt read the plaque on the 

sunroom wall for a while, you may 

wonder why we dedicated the sunroom 

to the Rialto Skating 

Rink. Well, as you 

already know, our 

building has many 

dedications to 

historic places of  

Springfieldñthe 

Route 66 Diner and 

the Court Square 

Theater, just to name 

two of  them. 

However, among all 

the dedicated places, 

only one of  them was 

once located right 

where our assisted 

living building stands 

today: the Rialto. 

Many visitors think the Rialto was òjust 

down the roadó. But, no, it was right here, 

as the photograph on the next page shows. 

If you donõt believe it, just step outside and 

take a good look at the apartment building 

across the street!  

We do not know exactly when the Rialto 

opened, but we have seen photographs of  

the Rialto that go back as far as 1938-1939. 

In fact, the replica of  the Rialto sign that 

hangs in the sunroom is of  a design taken 

from one of  those old photographs. 

The Foundationõs trustees purchased the 

Rialto in the mid-1990s as the vision of  an 

assisted living facility unfolded. At the 

time, our campus consisted of  a two-story, 

thirty -room òrest 

homeó nestled in the 

back of  the lawn 

area, about where 

the delivery 

driveway is today. 

Fortunately, we still 

have the original 

appraisal where we 

learned that the 

Rialto had maple 

flooring (just like in 

the sunroom) and it 

was set in an 

octagon patter (just 

like in the sunroom). 

The Brazilian cherry 

wood that outlines 

the octagon is our added touch.  

Early in October, Isabelle Zytkiewicz 

visited Mason Wright, with her daughter, 

Susan Beaudette, to share their memories 

of  the Rialto Skating Rink. Mrs. Z is the 

daughter-in-law of  Vera Zytkiewicz, the last 

owner of  the Rialto. I want to share a few 
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¶ Before the Rialto building was 

transformed into a skating rink, it was a 

gas station. 

¶ Vera was a cashier at the Rialto, before 

buying it in 1948. She was known as the 

òBlond Bomberó because of her strict 

enforcement of  the rules. Vera was a life-

long skater; in fact, she skated right up 

until three days before she died. 

¶ The Rialto was once so popular that 

people lined up on Walnut Street all the 

way to Union, awaiting their turn to 

enter. 

¶ Isabelle, now 86 years old, started 

skating at the 

Rialto when she 

was four. She 

recalls vividly 

that the Rialto, 

like the 

neighborhood, 

always was 

integrated. [The 

two Rialto 

posters hanging 

in the sunroom and featuring only White 

skaters understandably cause some 

people to think otherwise.] 

¶ Susan was a little girl and at the Rialto 

the day the photo of  Cassius Clay (later, 

Muhammed Ali) that hangs in the 

sunroom was taken. Although she was 

only a little girl at the time, it was an 

experience she will never forget.  

¶ Zytkiewicz family membersñchildren 

includedñpolished hundreds of  pairs of  

roller skates, two times a year, with 

careful attention to the stripe on the 

back, which made the work more 

difficult as the stripe was a different 

color. 

As a footnote, by 

the 1990s roller 

skating was not 

as popular as it 

once was. At the 

time the 

Foundation purchased the building, the 

Rialto was open only for one evening and 

one matinee each week. Sadly, there were no 

longer any lines of  people waiting to get in.   

Finally, this reminder: Mounted on our 

library wall beneath the Johnsonõs 

Bookstore sign is a thick binder. It contains 

many pictures and much more information 

than that which you can find on our various 

dedication plaques. More information on the 



Question  

Box  
A place to get answers  

to common questions  

 

Question: My heat doesnõt seem to be 

working properly. What should I do?  

Answer: Using the round thermostat, turn 

to desired temperature. Set the digital   

thermostat (the rectangular one) at the 

òoffó position as this operates your AC only.  

If  these procedures fail to warm your  

apartment, fill out a work order or ask the 

front desk to fill one out for you. 

Question: I would like my apartment 

cleaned on a different day. Is it possible 

to switch days? 

Answer: Unfortunately, it is not possible. 

Your cleaning day is scheduled to allow for 

the most efficient cleaning of  the building 

and consistent service for all our residents. 

Question:  Why do we have to fill out 

work orders?  

Answer: Work orders give the maintenance 

team the ability to schedule and track               

service requests for timely completion. 

Stopping someone from Maintenance in the 

halls is not an effective way to have your 

maintenance needs resolved. Please use the 

work order system to help us more 

effectively and efficiently meet your needs. 

Thank you. 

Art Therapy is Thriving              
at Mason Wright  

This fall we have 

a new art therapy 

intern from 

Springfield               

College. Taylor 

Crisostomo is a 

graduate student 

working on a 

Master's Degree 

in Clinical Art Therapy and Counseling. 

The American Art Therapist Association 

defines art therapy as the therapeutic use 

of  art making, within a professional  

relationship, by people who experience              

illness,trauma or challenges in living, and 

by people who seek personal development. 

Through creating art and reflecting on art 

products and processes, people can increase 

their awareness of  self  and others, cope 

with symptoms, enhance cognitive abilities, 

and enjoy the pleasures of  making art. 

Originally from Dartmouth, MA, Taylor is 

in her second year of  the program and will 

be completing her 600 internship hours at 

Mason Wright, receiving her degree in May 

2021. While at Mason Wright, she will be 

working with groups and individuals to 

support creative self-expression and 

personal development. Taylor works closely 

with the Life Enrichment team and has 

already proven herself  to be a real asset to 

the community. 

http://www.arttherapyblog.com/c/ptsd/


 


